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ZELANDOBATESHOPKINS, 1966 ANDZEALANDOBATESHAMMER,
1967 (ACARI): REQUESTFOR A RULING ONTHE VIRTUAL

HOMONYMYOF THE TWONAMES. Z.N.(S.) 1918

By A. Spain (Department of Forestry, The Australian National University,

Canberra A.C.T., Australia) and M. Luxton (Jordbundsbiologisk Institut,

Molslaboratoriet, 8443 Femmoller, Danmark)

The purpose of the present application is to prevent future confusion that

would otherwise seem certain to occur when two almost identical names are

used side by side in a single group.

1. In 1966, Hopkins (Trans, ray. Soc. N.Z., ZooL, 8(9) : 111) proposed

the name Zelandobates for a new genus of water mite (Hydrachnellae, Hygro-

batidae), type species Zelandobates crinitus Hopkins, 1966.

2. In 1966, Hammer (Biol. Skr., 15 (2) : 5) cited the name Zealandobates

grandis n. sp. in a list of species collected —but not yet published —by Ramsay.

3. Hammer (1967, Biol. Skr., 15 (4) : 33) mentioned Zealandobates grandis

Ramsay as an oribatid mite, giving a full description after having informed the

reader that 'Zealandobates has been established by Ramsay, but not yet pub-

lished'. Evidently, the genus and species so proposed must be the respon-

sibility of Hammer who first published both the names and the description

(using her own words in the description). The correct name under the Rules

is, therefore, Zealandobates grandis Hammer, 1967.

4. It is most unfortunate to have genera of these two names side by side

in one and the same class of animals, and the best solution seems to be to reject

the name Zealandobates Hammer (published by her under ignorance of the

Rules). We propose the name Ramsayellus instead —to give credit to the

scientist who produced the original material.

5. We have satisfied ourselves that Zelandobates is based on a species

with apparently no older name than the one, Zelandobates crinitus, here cited,

and that this species has not been made the type of any earlier genus. We
therefore propose this generic and this specific name for the Official Lists.

6. We, therefore, ask the International Commission on Zoological

Nomenclature

:

(1) under the plenary powers to suppress the generic name Zealandobates

Hammer, 1967, for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for

those of the Law of Homonymy;
(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the names:

(a) Ramsayellus Spain and Luxton, 1970 (pro Zealandobates Hammer,
1967), type-species by monotypy, ZealandobatesgrandisYidLmmcT,

1967 (gender : masculine);

(b) Zelandobates Hopkins, 1966, type-species, by monotypy, Zelando-

bates crinitus Hopkins, 1966 (gender : masculine);

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the names

:
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(a) grandis Hammer, 1967, as published in the binomen Zealandobates
grandis (type of Ramsayellus Spain & Luxton, 1970).

(b) crinitus Hopkins, 1966, as published in the binomen Zelandobates
crinitus (type of Zelandobates Hopkins, 1966);

(4) to place on the Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology
the name Zealandobates Hammer, 1967, as rejected under (1) above.


